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Unit Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Assessment NJSLS CPI Interdisciplinary Integration 

Unit I* 
 

Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 

Rights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 weeks 
 

What makes a good 
citizen? 
 
Why should we 
follow rules? 
 
How do we make 
rules? 
 
What makes a rule 
fair? 
 
How do laws help 
communities and 
people? 
 
 

Rules and laws are 
developed to protect 
people’s rights and 
the security and 
welfare of society. 
 
 
American 
constitutional 
government is 
based on principles 
of limited 
government, shared 
authority, fairness, 
and equality. 

Key Terms: 
 
Citizen 
Rule 
Law 
Community 
 
 
 
 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Do a Good Citizen 
vs. Not a Good 
Citizen sort (or 
create a T-chart 
with ideas)  
(HCM: Teaches 
children to be kind 
and respectful to 
everyone.) 
 
Alternative 
Assessments 
Brainstorm 
classroom rules 
and choose one 
rule to 
illustrate/write why 
it is important. 
 
Tell/illustrate about 
a rule in your 
family and why it’s 
important to follow 
that rule. 
 
Student journal 
pages 
 
Summative 
Assessment/ 

6.1.4.A.1 
Explain how rules and laws 
created by community, 
state, and national 
governments protect the 
rights of people, help 
resolve conflicts, and 
promote the common good. 
 
6.3.4.A.1 
Determine what makes a 
good rule or law and apply 
this understanding to rules 
and laws in your school or 
community (e.g., bike 
helmet, recycling). 
 

W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in 
which they introduce the topic 
or name the book they are 
writing about, state an opinion, 
supply a reason for the opinion, 
and provide some sense of 
closure. 
 
W.1.8. With guidance and 
support from adults, recall 
information from experiences or 
gather information from 
provided sources to answer a 
question.  
 
RI.1.4. Ask and answer 
questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text.  
 
RI.1.5. Know and use various 
text features (e.g., headings, 
tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information 
in a text. 
 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and 
participate effectively in a range 
of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Benchmark 
Assessment:  
Common 
Assessment 
#1-Create and 
present posters 
showing examples 
of what good 
citizenship looks 
like at home, at 
school and in the 
community.  

ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and 
evaluate the information 
presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.  
 
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a 
speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric.  
 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
8.1.2.E.1 
Use digital tools and online 
resources to explore a problem 
or an issue. (Project pictures of 
people  
being or not being a good 
citizen and having students 
discuss.) 
 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee. 
 

  Why do people 
vote? 
 
How do people 
vote? 

The United States’ 
representative 
democracy requires 
active participation 
of its citizens. 

Key Terms: 
 
Voting 
 
 
 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Identify a topic in 
the classroom that 
can be decided on 
through voting. 
 
Explain how 
people can vote to 
make a decision 
through written, 
typed or oral form. 
 
 
 
 

6.1.4.A.11 
Explain how the 
fundamental rights of the 
individual and the common 
good of the country depend 
upon all citizens exercising 
their civic responsibilities 
at the community, state, 
national, and global levels. 
 
6.1.4.A.12 
Explain the process of 
creating change at the 
local, state, or national 
level. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation. 

 
Unit II* 

 
History, 

Cultures and 
Perspectives 

15 Weeks What are the 
qualities of a good 
leader? 
 
How do leaders help 
communities? 
 
How have historical 
leaders made 
contributions to our 
country? 
 
How did Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. help 
change unfair laws? 
 
What is fair? 
 
How can 
stereotyping and 
prejudice lead to 
conflict? 
 
What are human 
rights? 
 
Why are our 
national symbols, 
monuments, and 
holidays important? 

Key historical 
events, documents, 
and individuals led 
to the development 
of our nation. 
 
American 
constitutional 
government is based 
on principles of 
limited government, 
shared authority, 
fairness, and 
equality. 
 
The United States’ 
representative 
democracy requires 
active participation 
of its citizens. 
 
The examination of 
individual 
experiences, 
historical narratives, 
and events promotes 
an understanding of 
individual and 
community 
responses to the 

Key Terms: 
 
Leader 
Founding 
Fathers 
President 
Leadership 
 
Fairness 
Laws 
Rights 
Equality 
Problem 
Solving 
 
Flag 
Bald Eagle 
White House 
Fourth of July 
Symbol 
Holiday 
 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Distinguish 
between fair and 
unfair oral or visual 
scenarios by 
showing thumbs 
up/thumbs down. 
Discuss solutions 
to address the 
unfairness. 
(HCM: This 
teaches students 
how to be 
respectful, kind, 
and tolerant of 
others.) 
 
Alternative 
Assessment 
At the end of each 
leader, provide arts 
and crafts materials 
and allow students 
to create one object 
that represents the 
contributions of 
that leader. 
 

6.1.4.D.5 
Relate key historical 
documents (i.e. the 
Mayflower Compact, the 
Declaration of 
Independence, the United 
States Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights) to present 
day government and 
citizenship. 
 
6.1.4.D.6 
Describe the civic 
leadership qualities and 
historical contributions of 
George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, and 
Benjamin Franklin toward 
the development of the 
United States government. 
 
6.1.4.A.9 
Compare and contrast 
responses of individuals 
and groups, past and 
present, to violations of 
fundamental rights (e.g. 
fairness,  civil rights, and 
human rights.) 
 

W.1.3 Describe the connection 
between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 
 
W.1.8. With guidance and 
support from adults, recall 
information from experiences 
or gather information from 
provided sources to answer a 
question.  
 
RI.1.4. Ask and answer 
questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text.  
 
RI.1.5. Know and use various  
text features (e.g., headings, 
tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information 
in a text. 
 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and 
participate effectively in a 
range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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violation of 
fundamental rights. 
 
Historical symbols 
and the ideas and 
events they 
represent play a role 
in understanding 
and evaluating our 
history. 
 
 

Alternative 
Assessment 
At the end of each 
leader, students 
write one 
contribution of the 
leader on a sticky 
note. Add sticky 
notes to the class 
timeline. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Common 
Assessment 
#2-Students will 
create a leadership 
journal identifying 
key words/actions 
of historic leaders 
and their 
contribution to the 
United States 
government. 
(ACM: students 
reflect on the 
contributions of 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. to our 
society.) 

6.1.4.A.10 
Describe how the actions of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and other civil rights 
leaders served as catalysts 
for social change and 
inspired social activism in 
subsequent generations. 
 
6.1.4.A.3 
Determine how “fairness,” 
“equality,” and the 
“common good” have 
influenced change at the 
local and national levels of 
the United States 
government. 
 
6.3.4.D.1 
Identify actions that are 
unfair or discriminatory, 
such as bullying, and 
propose solutions to 
address such actions. 
 
6.1.4.D.16 
Describe how stereotyping 
and prejudice can lead to 
conflict, using examples 
from the past and present. 
 
6.1.4.D.17 
Explain the role of 
historical symbols, 
monuments, and holidays 
and how they affect the 
American identity. 

ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and 
evaluate information presented 
in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.  
 
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a 
speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric.  
 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
 
8.1.2.E.1 
Use digital tools and online 
resources to explore a problem 
or an issue. (Project pictures of 
the Civil Rights Movement; 
discuss fairness and 
unfairness.) 
 
8.1.2.B.1  
Illustrate and communicate 
original ideas and stories using 
multiple digital tools and 
resources. (Create a digital 
timeline of themselves). 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate 
developmentally appropriate 
navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, 
museums). (Use Google Earth 
to explore landmarks and 
monuments related to the 
historical leaders in this unit.) 
 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee. 
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason. 
 
CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 
 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management. 

 
  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit III* 
 

Geography, 
People and 

the 
Environment 

6 weeks What is 
geography? 
 
How are globes 
and maps alike 
and different? 
 
How do you use 
a map key? 
 
What are the 
four cardinal 
directions? 

Spatial thinking 
and geographic 
tools can be used 
to describe and 
analyze the spatial 
patterns and 
organization of 
people, places, 
and environments 
on Earth. 
 
 

Key Terms: 
 
Geography 
Map 
Map Key 
Globe 
Symbol 
Direction 
Cardinal 
Direction 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Create a map using 
teacher provided map 
key symbols. 
 
Identify what is similar 
and different about 
maps and globes. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Common Assessment 
#3-Create a map using a 
map key and cardinal 
directions. 
 
Alternative Assessment: 
Students create a flip 
book and illustrate their 
continent, country, 
state, town, and house. 
 
Alternative 
Assessment/Benchmark
Assessment:: 
Students will work in 
partnerships and play a 
game that requires 
students to identify 
geographic features - 
TCI Identifying 
Geographic Features. 
(HCM: This teaches 
students how to be 
respectful, kind, and 
tolerant of others.) 

6.1.4.B.1 
Compare and 
contrast information 
that can be found on 
different types of 
maps and determine 
how the information 
may be useful. 

W.1.8. With guidance and 
support from adults, recall 
information from experiences 
or gather information from 
provided sources to answer a 
question.  
 
RI.1.4. Ask and answer 
questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text. 
 
 RI.1.5. Know and use various 
text features (e.g., headings, 
tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or 
information in a text. 
 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and 
participate effectively in a 
range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively.  
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and 
evaluate the information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  
 
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a 
speaker’s point of view, 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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reasoning, and use of 
evidence and rhetoric.  
 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate 
developmentally appropriate 
navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, 
museums). Students use 
Google Earth to locate their 
own addresses, school 
address, and other points of 
interest.  
 
CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason. 
 
CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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Unit IV* 
 

Economics, 
Innovation 

and 
Technology 

6 weeks How do people 
meet their needs 
and wants? 

People make 
decisions based 
on their needs, 
wants, and the 
availability of 
resources. 

Key Terms: 
 
Needs 
Wants 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Create a T-chart 
labeled needs and 
wants.  Locate 
magazine pictures 
distinguishing between 
the two to paste in the 
appropriate column. 
(HCM: students 
practice good 
citizenship while 
working together.) 

6.1.4.C.2 
Distinguish between 
needs and wants and 
explain how scarcity 
and choice influence 
decisions made by 
individuals, 
communities, and 
nations. 

RI.1.4. Ask and answer 
questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text.  
 
RI.1.5. Know and use various 
text features (e.g., headings, 
tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information 
in a text. 
 
W.1.8 
With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather 
information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 
 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and 
participate effectively in a range 
of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and 
evaluate information presented 
in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.  
 
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a 
speaker’s point of view, 

  Why do people 
save money? 
 
How do people 
save money? 
 
Why do people 
spend money? 

Understanding of 
financial 
instruments and 
outcomes assists 
citizens in making 
sound decisions 
about money, 
savings, spending, 
and investment. 

Key Terms: 
 
Savings 
Money 
Spending 
Work 
Job 

Formative Assessment: 
Illustrate an object 
students want to buy 
and explain how they 
will save their money 
to fund the purchase. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Common Assessment 
#4- Sort pictures by 
what you would save 
and spend money on. 
 
Alternative 
Assessment: Students 
can participate in a 
grade-wide flea market 
where students can buy 
and sell each other’s 
items much like a tag 
sale.  

6.1.4.C.10 
Explain the role of 
money, savings, debt, 
and investments in 
individuals’ lives. 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric.  
 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present 
information, findings, and 
supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
8.1.2.E.1 
Use digital tools and online 
resources to explore a problem 
or an issue. 
 
9.2.4.A.1  
Identify reasons why people 
work, different types of work, 
and how work can help a person 
achieve personal and 
professional goals. 
 
9.1.4.B.1 
Differentiate between financial 
wants and needs. 
 
9.1.4.B.2 
Identify age-appropriate 
financial goals. 
 
9.1.4.B.4 
Identify common household 
expense categories and source of 
income. 
 

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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9.1.4.B.5 
Identify ways to earn and save. 
 
9.1.4.C.4 
Determine the relationships 
among income, expenses, and 
interest. 
 
9.1.4.D.1  
Determine various ways to save. 
 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  
 
CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and 
effectively and with reason. 
 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to 
make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 

  

*This unit will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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